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Revised Rules of the 
Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District 

Portions of Marshall, Polk, Pennington, Kittson & Roseau Counties 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Rules and Regulations of the Middle-Snake-
Tamarac Rivers Watershed District are to effectuate 
the purpose of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103D, 
and the authority of the Managers prescribed therein.   
These regulations are deemed necessary to 
implement and make more specific the law 
administered by them. 
 

SECTION 1  GENERAL POLICY 
 
The Managers accept the responsibilities with which 
they are charged as a governing body.  While there 
is no intention to usurp the authority or 
responsibilities of other agencies or governing 
bodies, neither will they shirk their responsibilities.  
They will cooperate to the fullest extent feasible with 
persons, groups, state and federal agencies and 
other governing bodies.  It is the intention of the 
Managers that no person shall be deprived or 
divested of any previously established beneficial use 
or right, by any rule or regulation of the District, 
without due process of law and that all rules and 
regulations of the District shall be construed 
according to said intention. 
 
It is the intention of the Managers to promote the use 
of the waters and related resources within the District 
in a provident and orderly manner to improve the 
general welfare and public health for the benefit of its 
present and future residents. 
 

SECTION 2  SEVERABILITY AND OTHER LAWS 
 
If any part of these regulations is for any reason held 
to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portion of these regulations. 
 
If any rules herein contained are inconsistent with the 
provisions of M.S. 103D, or other applicable laws of 
the State of Minnesota, the provisions of said 
Chapter 103D or other applicable law shall govern. 
 

SECTION 3   DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purpose of these regulations, certain words 
and phrases shall be defined as follows: 
 
A) District means the Middle-Snake Tamarac Rivers 
Watershed District. 

 
B) Managers means the Board of Managers of the 
Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District. 

 
C) Person means an individual, firm, partnership, 
association or corporation except where the context 
clearly indicates otherwise does not include the 
District. 

 
D) Public Corporation means a County, Town, 
School District or political subdivision or agency of 
the state.  Public Corporation except where the 
context clearly indicates otherwise does not include 
the District. 

 
E) The word "shall" is mandatory, not permissive. 

 
F) Legal Drainage System means a watershed, 
county, judicial or other drainage system established 
under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103D or 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 103E. 

 
G) Private Drainage System means an artificial 
drainage system constructed on private property. 

 
H) Drainageway means an artificial or natural 
channel which provides a course for water flowing 
continuously or intermittently. 

 

I) Public Health means any act or thing tending 
to improve the general sanitary conditions of the 
District. 

 
J) General Welfare includes any act or thing 
tending to improve or benefit or contribute to the 
safety or well being of the public or benefit the 
inhabitants of the District. 

 
K) Work or works means any construction, 
maintenance, repairs or improvements by a person 
or a public corporation. 

 
L) Waste means garbage, municipal refuse, 
sewage sludge, chemical, agricultural wastes or 
other substances which may or tends to cause 
pollution of the waters of the District.  Waste does not 
include animal manure when used as a fertilizer, 
earthen fill, rocks, boulders or other materials 
normally used in construction operations. 

 
M) Water pollution means the contamination of 
any waters as to create a nuisance or render such 
waters unclean or noxious or impure so as to be 
actually or potentially harmful or detrimental or 
injurious to the public health, safety or welfare. 

 
N) Marsh means a lowland covered with shallow 
and sometimes temporary or intermittent waters.  
This includes wetlands as described in the U.S.  Fish 
and Wild Life Circular Number 39 excluding Type 1 
and Type 2.  Generally a marsh is an area where the 
soil is either waterlogged or covered with six inches 
or more of water during the growing season. 

 
O) Domestic purposes refers to the use of water 
for common household and farm uses.  The number 
of individual people served at any one time is limited 
to twenty-five. 

 
P) Normal High Water Mark means the mark 
delineated by the highest water level which has been 
maintained for a sufficient period of time to leave 
evidence on the landscape. 

 
Q) Dike - Any embankment or structure placed 
which has or is likely to cause change in the flow of 
water. 

 
R) Bed - That portion of a drainageway which is 
below the normal high-water mark. 

 
S) Wetland Reclamation - Wetland Reclamation 
shall be defined as any attempt to modify the 
hydrology of the Watershed for purposes of restoring 
or increasing wetland areas, including, but not limited 
to, plugging culverts, constructing dams or dikes, or 
any other method or procedure which would modify 
the hydrology of a watershed which would restore or 
increase wetland areas. 

 
T) Wetland -  Wetland means a lowland covered 
with shallow and sometimes temporary or intermittent 
water.  This includes wetlands as described in U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Circular No. 39 including Types 1 
thru Type 8. 
 

SECTION 4  RELATED ORDINANCES 
 
The Managers will cooperate with public corporations 
and state and Federal agencies in the application of 
ordinances and rules concerning water and related 
resources within the District. 
 
A) Copies of proposed county, municipal and town 
ordinances relating to surface water drainage, land 
use zoning, shoreland use and floodplain and waste 
disposal shall be submitted to the Managers at least 
thirty days prior to the first public hearing for their 
review and comment. 

 

B) Copies of county, municipal and town 
ordinances relating to surface water drainage, land 
use zoning, shoreland use, floodplain zoning and 
waste disposal shall be submitted to the Managers 
within forty-five days of their effective date. 

 
C) The Managers will endeavor to inform and 
assist any resident of the District with regards to filing 
applications for State and Federal permits for 
projects or works approved by the Board of 
Managers. 
 

SECTION 5  PERMITS 
 
The requirement for a permit from the Managers for 
certain uses of water or for certain works within the 
District is not intended to delay or inhibit 
development, rather the permits are needed so that 
the Managers are kept informed of planned projects.  
The Managers can advise, in some cases provide 
assistance and insure that development of the 
resources of the District is orderly and in accordance 
with the overall plan of the District. 
 
A) General Instructions 

 
An application for a permit must be submitted by the 
owner or owners of the lands involved or their agent.  
If the applicant is a public corporation the application 
may be submitted by the person designated to 
oversee the activity for which a permit is requested. 

 
1) Applications submitted by a property owner on 
behalf of a lessee must be countersigned by the 
lessee. 
 
2) Applications shall be filed with the Secretary or 
Engineer for the District. 
 
3) A plan should accompany the application; if a 
plan lacks important information the Managers may 
request the applicant to furnish whatever additional 
information they deem  
appropriate. 
 
4) All applications should be  
substantially in a form prescribed by the Managers 
which form the Managers reserve the right to change 
from time to time.  A copy of the application form to 
be used at present is attached to these Rules. 

 
B) General Conditions 
 
1) No use or works requiring a permit from the 
Managers shall begin prior to the issuance of the 
permit. 
 
2) Unless specified in the permit, works for which 
a permit is given must be completed within one year. 
 
3) All permits shall be in writing and signed by the 
President of the Board of Managers or a person 
designated by him. 
 
4) No permit shall be issued until the applicant 
has paid all fees and met all conditions under M.S. 
Chapter 103D.345. 
 
5) The Managers will act upon a permit request 
within 60 days from the date the application and 
required data are received. 

 
C) Additional Authorization 
 
Obtaining a permit from the Managers does not 
relieve the applicant of the responsibilities of 
obtaining any other authorization required by law, or 
regulation or alter the applicant's responsibility or 
liability under statutory or common law. 
 



Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District 
Revised Rules Adopted July 19, 2004, Page 2 
 

 
 
D)   Permit Fees 
 
1) Application Fee - The Managers reserve the 
right to charge an application fee as set forth under 
Minnesota law. 
 
2) Field Inspection Fee - If the nature of a permit 
application involves extraordinary expenses of the 
District the applicant shall pay the field inspection fee 
as determined by the Board pursuant to MSA 
103D.345, Subd. 2. 
 
3) Monitoring Fee - If the nature of an activity or 
works is such that, in the opinion of the Board, 
monitoring the activity or works is necessary the 
applicant shall pay as a condition of the permit all 
costs and expenses incurred for such monitoring as 
the Board deems appropriate. 

 
SECTION 6 FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE 

 
Every person shall use his land reasonably in 
disposing of surface water and may turn into a 
natural drainageway all the water that would naturally 
drain there.  Surface water shall not be artificially 
removed from upper land to and across lower land 
without adequate provisions being made on the lower 
land for its passage, nor shall the natural flow of 
surface water be obstructed so as to cause an 
overflow into the property of others. 
 
A)  No person or public corporation shall cut an 
artificial drainageway across a subwatershed and 
thereby deliver water into another subwatershed 
without a permit from the Managers. 
 
B) No person or public corporation shall divert 
water to or cast water by an artificial means into any 
legal drainage system without securing a permit from 
the Managers. 
 
C) No person or public corporation shall make any 
alteration or repair on any legal drainage system 
without a permit from the Managers. 
 
D) No person or public corporation shall construct 
a dike or levee without a permit from the Manager. 
 
E) No person or public corporation may construct, 
remove, abandon or alter the effectiveness of any 
reservoir of five acres or more without a permit from 
the Managers. 
 
F) No person or public corporation shall construct 
or reconstruct a bridge across a drainageway or 
place a culvert in a drainageway without a permit 
from the Managers. 
 
G) No person or public corporation shall make any 
change in the bed, banks or shores of any 
drainageway, lake or marsh without a permit from the 
Managers. 
 
H) No person or public corporation shall place 
obstructions such as trees, rocks and debris into a 
drainageway without a permit from the Managers. 
 
I) No person or public corporation shall perform 
any wetland reclamation works as said term is 
defined in Section 3 above without first obtaining a 
permit from the Managers. 
 
J) Any other acts that, in the opinion of the 
Watershed District, may tend to alter the quantity of 
runoff, affect the public health, or have any impact, 
whether adverse or not, upon the surface water or 
ground water resources of the District shall require a 
permit from the District. 

 
SECTION 7 WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
In the interest of sanitation and public health and to 
prevent the pollution of the waters of the District, no 

wastes shall be disposed of directly or indirectly into 
a drainageway, lake, wetland or shall be placed in 
any location where the same would be caused to 
enter any of the waters of the District without a permit 
from the Managers. 
 
A) Municipal Sewers - All municipal sewer 
systems in operation on January 1, 2004, shall by 
January 1, 2007, obtain a permit from the Managers 
for the disposal of these wastes. 
 
B) Sanitary Landfills - No person or public 
corporation shall operate or construct a sanitary 
landfill without obtaining a permit from the Managers.  
All Sanitary Landfills in operation on January 1, 2004, 
shall by January 1, 2007, obtain a permit from the 
Managers for the operating these landfills. 
 
C) Other Waste Disposal Systems - No person or 
public corporation shall construct or operate any 
waste disposal facility which may or is likely to cause 
pollution to the waters of the District without obtaining 
a permit from the Managers. 
 
D) The Board of Managers may, at its discretion, 
require each person or public corporation discharging 
wastes directly into any stream, lake or drainageway 
within the district to file with the Board a copy of its 
current NPDES permit issued by the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency describing the effluent 
standards and limitations prescribed by the Agency.  
The Board of Managers or its designate may enter 
upon any lands of the district for the purposes of 
inspection, monitoring, and testing the quantity and 
quality of the discharge, and may install whatever 
hydrological recording and testing devices it may 
deem necessary. 
 

SECTION 8  WATER USES 
 
All water used other than domestic use requires a 
permit from the Managers. 

 
SECTION 9   UTILITIES 

 
In order to minimize the effects the placement of 
utilities has on the drainageways; no utilities shall be 
constructed or placed across any drainageway, lake 
or marsh without a permit from the Managers.  No 
underground utilities shall be constructed or placed 
within the District without a permit from the District. 
 

SECTION 10  EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION 
 
Runoff of needed moisture from sloping lands 
carrying with it sediment from those fields and from 
the banks of natural drainageways, constitutes a 
serious problem.  It shall be the policy of the 
Managers to encourage the adoption of proper land 
use practices and other methods as outlined in the 
Watershed Management Plan of the District, to 
control and alleviate soil erosion and the siltation of 
the drainageways and lakes of the District: 
A) All drainageways therein shall be constructed 
with side slopes and grade as determined by proper 
engineering practice, so as to reasonably minimize 
soil erosion. 
 
B) Side slopes, above the low water mark, shall 
be planted with permanent grasses and no 
agricultural practices other than those required for 
maintenance of permanent growth of grass shall be 
permitted.  The area to be planted to grass, as herein 
provided, is a minimum requirement and may be 
enlarged in any work of improvement or new 
construction.  All works or repairs on any drainage 
system except private, will require the foregoing 
practice.  Harvest of grass in any manner not harmful 
to the grass or the drainageway shall be the privilege 
of the owner or his assigns. 
 
C) Sloping lands, abutting drainageways, lakes, 
ponds, wetlands or reservoirs shall be used in such a 

manner so as to provide reasonable control of 
sediment. 
 
D) Erosion and sedimentation shall be considered 
by the Managers when issuing a permit.  If 
necessary, erosion and sedimentation control 
measures will be made a part of the permit, if 
approved. 
 

SECTION 11  ENFORCEMENT 
 
In the event of a violation or a threatened violation of 
these Rules, the laws of the State of Minnesota or an 
order, the Managers may institute appropriate 
actions or proceedings to prevent, restrain, correct or 
abate such violations or threatened violations as 
provided for by Minnesota Statutes. 
 
A) A violation of Minnesota law, of these rules, 
order or a stipulation agreement made or a permit 
issued by the Managers is a misdemeanor. 
 
B) Any provision of these rules, order or a 
stipulated agreement made or a permit issued may 
be enforced by the Managers by criminal 
prosecution, injunction, action to compel 
performance, restoration, abatement and other 
appropriate action as determined by the Managers. 
 
C) In any civil action arising from or related to 
these rules, order or stipulation agreement made or a 
permit issued or denied by the Managers, the Court 
may award the prevailing party reasonable attorneys' 
fees and costs. 
 

SECTION 12  APPEAL 
 
Any party aggrieved by the adoption or enforcement 
of these rules and regulations or by any order of the 
Managers may appeal in accordance with the 
appellate procedures and review as provided in the 
Minnesota Statutes. 
 
SECTION 13  EFFECTIVE DATE AND REPEAL OF 

EXISTING RULES 
 
These rules and regulations shall become effective 
upon the passage by the Board of Managers and 
publication and hearings as required by law.  These 
rules were hereby adopted pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes on 19th day of July 2004. 
 
 
 
 
          
Carl Green, Secretary  
Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District 
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